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1. SUMMARY. CONSIDERABLE DISMAY AND SOME ACCUSATIONS OP BAD 
PAITH HAVE RESULTED PROM MAAG NOTIFICATION TO GOE THAT P-5A'S 
WILL BE AVAILABLE "DURING PIRST OR SECOND QUARTER OP PY 76". 

THESE HAVE BEEN BROUGHT FORCEPULLY TO ATTENTION OP CHIEF MAAG BY 
MINISTER OP DEPENSE (REPTEL) AND ALSO TO AMBASSADOR BY SAME MIN- 
ISTER, WHO REQUESTED AMBASSADOR'S HELP IN ADVANCING DELIVERY DATE. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. MINISTER OP DEPENSE TOLD AMBASSADOR DURING CONVERSATION 
TODAY THAT PONMIN PIFLE HAD REPORTED BY TELEGRAM FROM WASHINGTON 
IN FEBRUARY THAT HE HAD BEEN ASSURED THAT P-5A'S WOULD BE AVAIL- 
ABLE "IMMEDIATELY" PROM IRAN. NOW TO HEAR THAT DELIVERY IS SUB- 
STANTIALLY DELAYED HAS CAUSED SERIOUS NEW QUESTIONS TO BE RAISED 
WITHIN DIRG (HE SAID "AT HIGHER MILITARY LEVELS ") ABOUT BAD PAITH 
AND UNRELIABILITY OP USG IN MILITARY SUPPLY FIELD. MOD WARNED 
THAT GOE STRONGLY BELIEVED IN IMMINENCE OP SOMALI ATTACK THIS 
SUMMER, AND THAT ABSENCE OP AIR DEPENCE WAS MATTER OP GREAT CON- 
CERN. NOW TO LEARN THAT EVEN P-5A'S WHICH HAD BEEN "PROMISED" 
EARLIER WOULD NOT ARRIVE IN TIME, ON TOP OP INDICATIONS THAT 
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DELIVERIES OE RADAR AND VULCAN CANNON, HAD LEET VERY BAD IMPRES- 
SION. HE STRONGLY URGED AMBASSADOR TO SEE IE DELIVERY DATE COULD 
BE ADVANCED. 

3. AMBASSADOR SAID HE WOULD PASS ALL THIS TO WASHINGTON TO SEE IF 
THERE COULD BE EARLIER AVAILABILITY OE E-5A'S, BUT CAUTIONED MOD 
NOT TO BE OPTIMISTIC. AMBASSADOR ALSO TOOK STRONG EXCEPTION TO 
ANY "PROMISE" OF IMMEDIATE DELIVERY, AND SAID THAT WHILE HE DID 
NOT WANT TO HAVE ANY ARGUMENTS WITH EONMIN KIELE, HE HAD BEEN 
PRESENT AT WASHINGTON CONVERSATIONS AND KNOW OE NO BASIS FOR ANY 
PROMISE OE IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY. IT WAS TRUE THAT A HOPE RPT 
HOPE HAD BEEN EXPRESSED TO KIFLE OE DELIVERY BEFORE THE GOE- 
IMPOSED JUNE DEADLINE BUT NO ASSURANCES OR PROMISES HAD BEEN MADE. 

4. COMMENT: WE ARE INCLINED TO TAKE QUITE SERIOUSLY MOD'S STATE- 
MENTS ABOUT REACTION WITHIN DIRG ON RECEIPT OF WHAT THEY CONSIDER 
VERY BAD NEWS. AS DEPT KNOWS, MOD IS INTELLIGENT CIVILIAN WHO CAN 
BE VERY ERANK ABOUT HIS OWN PROBLEMS WITH DIRG AND WITH DIEEERING 
VIEWPOINTS REPRESENTED THEREIN. REGARDLESS OF MERITS OE GOE EVAL- 
UATION OE SOMALI INTENTIONS, GOE IS VERY UPSET ABOUT USG INABILITY 
TO DELIVER A NUMBER OE END ITEMS WITHIN THE TIME FRAME GOE BE- 
LIEVES NECESSARY. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: REQUEST RE-EXAMINATION OF WHATEVER PROBLEMS 
EXIST IN GETTING EARLIEST RELEASE OE E-5A'S FROM IRAN, WITH VIEW 

TO THEIR RESOLUTION. WE UNDERSTAND THAT AIRCRAET ARE PHYSICALLY 
AVAILABLE IN USABLE CONDITION NOW, AND COULD BE ELOWN HERE BY 
ETHIOPIAN PILOTS AS SOON AS PAPERWORK IS COMPLETED. BECAUSE OE 
USG INABILITY TO BE COMPLETELY RESPONSIVE IN OTHER WAYS, THIS 
MATTER HAS ASSUMED CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE. EXPEDITED INTRO- 
DUCTION OE THESE AIRCRAET INTO ETHIOPIA IS THEREFORE STRONGLY 
RECOMMENDED, HOPEEULLY IN MAY OR JUNE. 

HUMMEL 
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